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Coming Events:
September 14th 2010
48th Annual Dinner. Guest Speaker Peter Davidson
Mr. Davidson will speak on “Helicopter Rescue (Helimed)”
Also book launch - “The Life of Thomas Allard Petit”
by Margaret Jenkins

October 12th 2010 - Guest Speaker to be announced

November 9th 2010 - Guest Speaker to be announced

December 14th 2010 - Guest Speaker to be announced

Traralgon and District Historical Society -
Open Days

Sunday openings from 2pm - 4pm, excluding public holidays,
on the last Sunday of each month, except January and December.

The Traralgon and District Historical Society 2011 calendar
iIs now available be sure to get your copy soon !

Still Only $7.00 each
Phone Secretary Thelmaon 0429 901 948 to purchase your calendars.




From the Chair :
President’s Report

Welcome to this September Report.

We have had 2 great meetings with Brian Pinches talking on his Clydesdale horses and
farm machinery and the second one was on his experiences within our community and his
travels, he is very knowledgable and very easy to listen to.

This month is our annual dinner and | am glad to see there are over 60 people registered.
The guest speaker, Mr Peter Davidson will talk on Helicopter Rescue (Helimed) , this
should be very interesting. Also there is a book launch — the story of ‘The Life of Thomas
Petit’ 1846 Leamington Spa Warwickshire England to 1920 Traralgon. (Shire President
1910 and 1918).

| am presently constructing shelving for our displays so if there is anybody willing to assist
me please let me know. | am also looking for someone to find some time to stain the
shelves, before we put memorabilia on them to display them.

Thanks -

Alan

www.traralgonhistory.asn.au
This is the internet website of the Traralgon and District Historical Society Inc., and is an
amazing source of historical information. The website has been built up over the past 11
lears, is updated frequently, and has recorded over 600,000 visitors or “hits” in that time

There are literally dozens of items available at the click of a mouse button, and two search
engines. The most amazing search engineis that of the resources of the Society. Just key in a
word or two of any item, and the program will list all items catalogued in the Society’s archived
resources -including thumbnails of photographs, and lists of books, magazines, etc. The second

search engine enables you to source the website itself for information contained.

The website also includes all Bulletins of recent years, and many from years gone by.




June Bulletin article brings back memories !

In our June Bulletin, was included aphotograph of the centenary of the first coach
trip from Sale to Melbourne. Aformer Traralgonite, Mr. Russell King, who is now
resident in South Australia, and who is amember of the Traralgon and District
Historical Society, has written avery interesting letter, and we thank him for
permission to publish this.

Excerpt from the letter from Mr. King:

“The recently received copy of the Society’s June 2010 bulletin brought back
some strong memories when | saw the picture of the Royal Mail coach at
Rosedale during the centenary of the first coach trip from Sale to Melbourne
in 1965 (page seven).

Atthe time my late father and I, along with Mr. Dave Mildenhall, were the
three members of what was known as the Colonial Bush Band, specialising
in performing Australian bush songs. We sang for the Society on a number
of occasions, as well as for similar organisations in Gippsland and the
Latrobe Valley, and we were also a small part of the celebrations of that
commemorative coach run.

Our contribution came when the coach was due arrive in Moe.

It was on a Sunday | seemto recall, and we were scheduled to performon

the back of flat top truck as part of a street parade meant to welcome

the coach to town. In the event it was a miserable day, wet and cold and rainy,
and the parade was cancelled. Not so our performance though,

the organisers (Andy Ringin from Moe was the head man | think), forced

to abandon the parade, set the three of us up beneath the entrance

to the Moe Council Chambers, and it was there that we gave our performance.

In spite of the conditions it all went very well (we had no need of microphones
or anything electrical), and | remember we were quite well received. One thing
however, | don't recall seeing the coach at all. | don’t know whether it actually
arrived on the appointed day because of the conditions, or whether

| simply missed it. No matter:

| always love to receive my copy of the Society’s bulletin, and the latest
issue has provided me with some wonderful reminisces thank you.
Please pass on my regards to the committee and members, and | look
forward to the next issue with keen anticipation.

Kindest regards,
Russell King”

A search of the archived photograph collection of the Society for the “Colonial
Bush Band”, produced the excellent photograph which we have reproduced on
the cover of this Bulletin. Note Mr. Russell King, the author of the letter above, is
featured in the photograph.



Traralgon High School - 55 years since relocation.

This year, 2010 marks the 55th year since Traralgon High School moved from the location of the
previously Traralgon Higher Elementary School, located in Grey Street adjacent to the Primary
School, No. 3584, to the new building in Gormandale Road. (The Traralgon Higher Elementary
School was upgraded to High School status in 1952.) In this, and forthcoming issues of the
Bulletin, we will include extracts from the Traralgon High School annual magazine “Running
Waters”, of 50 to 55 years ago, reminiscing on the people and events of those days.

The following photograph of the staff was taken outside the old Grey Street location, before the
relocation:

Back: hMessrs. Mokiay, Waterson, Wills, Hayward, Jenkins, Janicke, Keith
Front: Messrs. Morgan, Dacy, Campbell, Scolt, H.E L. Jones (Headmaster), Mchaughton,
‘Wilfe, Mrs. Mckizy.

Details of the staff, form captains, prefects, and house captains, taken directly from Page
2 of the 1955issue of “Running Waters”.

MR. H. E. L. JONES, M.A., Dip. Ed.,, Head Master

MR. R. MONTGOMERY, D.T.S.C.,, T.T.C. (Man. Arts) etc. MR. N. EDWARDS, B.A.
MR. S. L. WATERSON, B.A., B. Ed., 3rd Year Sclence, MISS J. L. McNAUGHTON, T.T.C. (Com.)
T.B.T.C. MISS E. TORR, B.A., Dip. Ed.
MR. L. BARBERIS, B.A., B.Ed.,, T.P.T.C., 4 Science subs. MISS M. STOHR, B.A., Dip. Ed. (Ist half year)
MR. W. CHARLTON, B.Sc., T.P.T.C. MISS D. MURPHY, T.S.T.C. (A. & C.)
LelRy 1By REG LGN, LGS MISS G. DOWN, T.S.T.C. (Dom. ATrts)
MR. B. N. TAYLOR, B.A., T.P.T.C. MRS. E. J. CAMPBELL, T.T.C. (Dom. Arts)
MR. R. J. JENKINS, B.A., Dip. Ed. MRS. J. STONNDART. B.A.
LHLEE 15k ML WANBIE, ARSUindel (G & B MRS. G. McKAY, B.A., T.P.T.C.
MR. D. J. LAVER, Mus. Bac. MISS J. F. GOODWILL, B.A, Dip. Ed. (2nd half year)
MR. A. GOURLEY, B.A., Dip. Ed. MISS E. MORGAN, Clerk
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTORS
REV. CANON LOVEGROVE, Convenor REV. G. MILLER, REV. J. THOMAS

REV. G. WEDRD, DEACONESS WIIITEHEAD

Horm Captains “Drelects

Form VI: Peter Paterson Form IIB: Jean Drane, GIRLS BOYS
Form V: Helen Mayze, Keith Miller
John Campbell Jean Ingle (Head Peter Paterson (Head
Form IVP: Janice Soutter, Form IIC: Ron Adams, Prefect) Prefect)
David Thackray Margaret Hart Vera Fick Peter Stuckey
Fornnili IVC: Thelma Form IA: Valerie Clark, Pat Norton Pat McGrath
ssen. % 2 .
Form IITP: Ruth Docking, el 1S Gayle “’eh_b David Walker
Reginald Waltham Form IB: Barbara Hogg, Janet Hastings Desmond Campbell
Form IIIC: Margaret Bill Harrison Merlyn Millsom Max Spinks
Dillon .. 3 1 Gwenda Mitchell Lindsay Moulden
. 1 = Form IC: Susanne Mole,
Form IIA: Elleen.Ratchﬂ’e Richard Phillips Ann Laing David Thackray
(1st term), Colin Watts - =
Deanna Lloyvd, Gordon Form ID: Heather White, Marjory Galbraith
Kerr (2nd term) ‘Terry Nicholson Valda Fitch

gﬂouoa eaptaino

HOPRETOUN: Vera Fick, David Thackray
MACFARLANE: Alice Blanche, Peter Paterson
LANCASTER: Valda Fitch, Peter Stuckey
STRZELECKI: Jean Ingle, Max Spinks



Below: An early photo of the new Gormandale Road High School building, taken prior to
completion, shortly before the removal from Grey Street:

RUMMNING WATERS

EDITORIAL |

THE gim In producing this magazine hes bean

to review and give permanent record to this,
the fiest wvear in the new bullding at Tearalgon
High School. However, our endsavours have
not stopped there, for we have tried to encour-
ape original creative efforts from the members
nf the school, and the results may be seen in
the original verse amd short story seclions.
These ave the two fundamental functions which
we Repe this magazine will fulfill,

Readers will notiee few important differ
ences  between  this  year's production  of
“Running Waters" and those of previous years,
There are, however, some new features. Form
notes have been introduced for the first time.
The nature of these varies from school to
school, ranging from admirable witticisms lo
serious formelitv. We think that the excellent
fype of notes submitted by Forms V oand VI
eonld become a sniteble school tradition, Other

new features are the club notes, describing -

what may be potentinlly the most important

_ most important of all gre the contributors.

side of school life; and the bus motes, which
are of special significance to & country school

Everyone In the school s Included in the
mupgazine, and the rell call published at the
back recognises the presence of every memior
of the sehool, The lenders of the school, the ;
prefects, the house coptaing and the students’
council, are acknowledged with photographs
and articles. Because of the high cost of
photographs, unfortunately only the senfor
sports teams are included. But from the point
of view of the success of the magazine, the

Prefects, sports captains, form magarine rep-
resentatives have produced articles, but the
lifeblood of the magezine comes from thoss
shudents who wrofe short slogies or originel
verss Mot enly to those whose contributions
are published, but to all who submitted them
for consideration, are our thanks due,

—THE MAGAPINE COMMITTEE.

SENIOR FOOTBALL TEAM.—Back row: L.
Jd. Farrington, D. Thacliray, R. Drane, P. Stuckey, TI'.

Paterson (eapt.), P. MeGrath, M. Oxkley,

Camphell.
L. Blake,

Monlden,

1. Dye, d.
Front row: M. Hastings, P. Hill, I} Lee, AL
Spinks, D, Willinms, D. Hunter, K. Docking, A, Norton,

SWIMMING CHAMPIONS.—Back row: P. Thaekray,
L. Lynden, T, Les. Front vow: H. Mayze, Mr. Will,
A Blunehe,



1955 RUNNING WATERS

R

:

THE STUDENT COUNCIL-—Dacl row: I Aalees, 3L :
splalis, L Comghell, Lo Moulilen, DL Walker, B Cinpleell,

v Thailieay.  Seeond rowd Ao Lol A Blueele, 3L TIE PREFECTS—NBack rows AL Spleks, I Thackeay.
I3Millkom, V. Filel, 3 Galbesbth, G, Mitehell, J, Hosbings Iy, Waiker, P St0eliny: Le Manlide, I Canplied, Seen
Third rows T. Missemn 4. Soutter, 31 Dillon, Tt Docking, cow: A, Lulesy, A MUlsony 1% Norelon, ¥, Fiteh, M. Gul-
3L Hart, O Draoe, H Whitdle, 15 Hoga, V. Clarke, 5. Maole, Biendils, €. MOHeholl 0 Mustings,  Front rews V. Fiel,
Fourth row: 1% Stucles, 1% Metimath, J, Ingle, Me, Waters T, Piteesnis, pe. dapes, of, Tl % Mefirat).

som, 1% Paterson, V. Fiel. 1N Norloi, Frodt soa: K

Miller, Lo Bond, i Walthue, 15 Harrlson, 16 Phillips,

H. Passalbiwgum, F. Ixter.

THE MAGAKING COMAMITTEN —1ucl How: Mr. Taxlar,
Me Glwiecles, W. Plelerlig.  Frooe eews 0 RBidey, AL
Uillwraith, E. Ralb, U Melfarbune, G, Mitehell, 3L Tn<tlngs

SENIOR SOFTBALL—Back row: M. Johnson, . Deecking,
B. stoker, C. Howitt, . Vickers. Front row: A. Loing,
V. Fick, Mr. Barberls, J. Frlend, L. Lymilon.

THE CLUBS IN 1955
Enthusiasm has been the keynote of the clubs this year, and all report many very interesting meetings.

This year, a new club is the naturalist’s club. It is under the guidance of Mr. Edwards and has approximately
sixteen members. The time is spent doing experiments and dissections and later it is hoped to go on
excursions in order to study the natural fauna and flora of Australia. To create an informal atmosphere,
competitions among members are encouraged. Some members take part in discussions and help with
suggestions for the following weeks.

The craft club consists of thirty members under the leadership of Miss Murphy. Such things as baskets,
dog-leads, thermos covers, plastic and leather belts and handbags are made. Members of the club enjoy
the work greatly.

The hobbies club is mostly concerned with aeromodelling although some boys study clockwork
mechanisms. On suitable days Mr. Charlton allows the boys to fly their models.

The Outdoor Sketching Club is headed by Mr. Montgomery, who gives lectures on art and takes the club out
for outside sketching on some days. The club has many talented members.



The Dramatic Club, despite a shortage of male members is putting on two plays, “The Proposal” by
Chekhov and “The Ugly Duckling”. The Chess and Draughts Club is concerned with teaching young players
the fundamentals of the two games. Chess requires more skill than draughts so many players prefer the
simpler game. As | walked into the Young Farmers’ Club | heard a talk on grass hay, given by a member.
This club endeavors to help by talks and discussions the people who will probably make the soil their living.

In the real social atmosphere of the Sit and Knit Club, cardigans, gloves, scarves and ski-caps in the school
colors have been made. Yet another successful club is the stamp club where collectors meet to compare
albums and exchange stamps. The Gymnasium Club is exclusively a boys’ club. Tumbling and the
forming- of pyramids are features of its work. The Athletic Club divides into two groups, one concentrating on
running the other on jumping. The boys train for athletics and are given standard tests, results from which,
have shown improvement over a period.

Last but very important is the Folk Dancing Club. Although possessing national characteristics folk dancing
had its origins in the villages of mediaeval times and even today in Europe is often the central feature of

village life. Several dances have been learnt and successfully performed and an enjoyable time had by alll,

- MAX HASTINGS

THE NEW SCHOOL

The first day of Term Il was the day we moved into our new high school. That was a wonderful day for us, for
we were in a wonderful school.

Much work had to be done in moving into the school. Furniture removal was the biggest task. In this some
teachers played a big part during the May holidays.

During the first days of new-school life one would hear, “Where’s Room 16, where’'s Room 4, or where’s the
Needlework Room?” It was all confusion in the corridors, but it was really fun finding the rooms and also
seeing inside each room.

Itis like a dream being in an up-to-date building, with such features as a gymnasium, library, cafeteria and
assembly hall. Being in the new school makes us realise what poor circumstances we students, and more
so the teachers, contended with in the old school. However, thinking of the old school, and the many joyous
days we spent there. rings a note of sadness in our minds. We deserted it for something better. But when
we sing the words of our school song, “Traralgon High, the School We Love,” we mean those words, for our

old school, just as much as we mean them for our wonderful new school.

- JEAN INGLE

SENIOR BASRETBALL—Bock row: L Wallolern, 4, Tngle,
ML Byun, M. McForlone, V. Windeldge, M. Growse. Frant  SENTORE CRICHET TEAM.—Back row: P. Hill, .
row': A. Laing, A. Blanche, . Munra, MeGrath (v.eu), A. Norton, P. Stuckey, I. Lee, B Plant,
M. §instings. Front row: [N Willlams, 4. Hodgson, Mr.
MeHay, P. Paterson (eapt.), B. Docking.
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Monthly Meeting - 11th May 2010
Guest Speaker —Heather Linke
Subject - A Brief History of the Wedding Dress

, The wedding gown is unique. For the bride,
more than the groom, it is her big day.
Throughout history, women have tried to make
their wedding dress special, to suit the
occasion.

In the nineteenth century, even a bride who
wore white would expect to wear her dress
again. For the season of her “bride visits” when
she would do the rounds of family, friends and
acquaintances as a newly married woman, she
1 j SN would wear her bridal gown, with the train and

. . , flowers removed.
Above, President Alan Gibson and Heather Linke.

Until the 1920s wedding dresses were always in the style of
the moment, if more elaborately decorated than usual, and
more modest than the most daring fashion. In that decade
however, there was a revolution in women'’s clothing, and
hemlines for ordinary wear rose from the shoe to well above
the knee. At first wedding styles followed suit, and brides
showed their ankles, but as skirts grew ever more shorter, it
was felt by some to be unsuitable for a church service, and
many brides preferred full-length wedding gowns. The choice
of following the fashion of the season or reverting to a .long
dress with a train led to the development of a separate style in
bridal wear.

Right - Alan displays black wedding dress -

The 1920s wedding gown fashion was the dropped waist and
generally unshaped bodice, and in the way the headdress was
worn low over the brow, clasping the veil to the bride’s head in
a way that echoed the cloche
hat every woman was wearing then.After the “Roaring
Twenties” came the depression of the thirties, and the times
were characterised by a change in fashion.

Waistlines returned to their natural position, and became more
defined. Hemlines dropped back below the knee. Instead-of the
boyish look, women emphasised their shape again. This was
more pronounced as the decade wore on, with the introduction
of bias cut gowns that hugged the figure.

The white wedding dress virtually disappeared during the war
years. Clothes rationing was introduced when fashion almost
ceased to exist. Afew made dresses out of parachute silk,
whilst others wore gowns borrowed from relatives, but most
brides wore uniform.




The 1950s style was the “ballerina” length, with
the tight sleeve with cuff pointed over the hand,
worn with its circular skirt held out by a stiff
petticoats.

The early 1960s showed little change__ Girls still
wore circular shirts, sometimes supported by
large petticoats. By the middle years- of the
decade; the influence of Mary Quant arid Co
were beginning to alter the bridal profile with
straight shift style dresses.

Sleeves were the big feature of seventies dresses. A new century saw two piece strapless
dresses in varied colours and- styles.

LT g ok il
_._.gum._-u,._:_'...-_ o

Photo aboveright:
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Pearce of Gormandale on their wedding day.
She has adark coloured dress with awhitelace bodice and is
standing on her husband's right.

Photo circa 1890’s from TDHS archives.

Photo left and above left -
wedding dresses displayed at the meeting

Princess Diana had a big influence on the style of dress in the
eighties. After her wedding everyone went for the full skirts
gathered to the waist, and big sleeves to the elbow, with
flounces and bows and lace embellishments.

Applied embroidery and beading had become the normal for the dresses in the nineties.

11
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Extracts from “The Traralgon Journal” 100 Years Ago.
(Thanks to Michael Thompson for hisresearch.)

Tuesday September 6th, 1910:- Supposed Infanticide Case

The police are actively engaged making enquiries into the finding of a
childs body, reported in our last issue. Senior Constable Murcutt has had the assistance
of Dectective Mulerby in proecuting inquiries into the mattter. So far we have not heard of
any clue to the mystery, but there is every probability of these astute officers finding out
the perpetraters, as no stone will be left unturned to bring the guilty parties to justice. The
hope has been expressed by some that the mystery may never be unravelled, for the
sake of perhaps some poor soul, erring women who has been betrayed. But it is
expedient that the matter should be cleared up if possible.

Tuesday September 6th, 1910:- The Telephone

Some time ago a number of Gormandale residents banded themselves
together with the object of securing telephonic communications with Traralgon. The
Government asked for a guarantee in the matter, and the appointment of trustees. Both
these conditions have long since been fulfilled by the Gormandale folk, and nothing
further has been heard of the matter. The residents are wondering when the Government
are going to wake up.

Tuesday September 6th, 1910:- Traralgon Police Court

(Before Mr W.W. Harris, P.M. and Mr T.A. Pettit, J.P.)

The application of the Equity Trustees Co, to have Wm Archer appointed
as agent to carry on the business of the Star Hotel, during the period of the licence held
by Mrs H. McNamara, deceased, was granted. Mr P.P. Sargent appeared in support of
the application.

Friday September 9th,1910:- Local Mems

MrA.J. Trood, RDS known as the Traralgon Dentist, of 12 years practice
in the district, has installed in his new surgery and workshop all the latest and up-to-date
appliances.

Mrs Ericksens Private Hospital, Hotham Street, Traralgon, is noted for
good nursing and attention, and charges are moderate.

Tuesday September 20th, 1910:- The New State School

The plans of the new State school to be erected in Traralgon are now on
view in Mr Clarksons window, and there is no doubt that the building will be an
ornament to the town. A glance at the plan shows that the arrangement of the classrooms
etc, are excellent, and the school will be up-to-date in every respect. It also has the
advantage of being capable of extension, when the number of scholars, over the 300
provided for, warrants it.



London life and attitudes in the 19th century -

(perhaps why Australia looked an attractive alternative !)
Compiled by Jim Grubb

From 1815 until the end of the Second World War the British Empire was the largest empire in
history and had more people than China. Britain ruled the seas, a quarter of mankind and a
guarter of the earth’s land mass. It was the wealth generated by the Industrial Revolution that
made this vast Empire possible. The Industrial Revolution had begun in the United Kingdom
sometime around 1780 and had profound economic, social and cultural impacts on the entire
population. It may have taken all of 50 years for the changes to reach the masses and even
longer before they began to receive more than a nominal share of the newly generated wealth. It
is estimated in the two centuries from 1800, per capita wealth had increased 10 times and
population increased 6 times.

Many historians argue there was no ‘Revolution’.
That it was a gradual change. Yet it can’t be denied
that from about 1850 with the coming of steam
power that ‘Industrialization’ greatly accelerated. It
was at this time that the British Empire was at its
zenith. This has led me to ask why my ancestors
would leave such a vibrant world to chance a life in
an unknown land. Many people were forced to leave
due to the highland clearances in Scotland and the
potato famines in Ireland. Others went seeking their
fortune in the gold rushes. My ancestors were
Londoners, they lived surrounded by family and my
Great Grandfather was a tradesman, a shipwright,
in the largest city in the world, why would he leave?

Until the end of the 18™ century London had not
changed much for centuries, certainly the
population had grown from a small city in 1350 of
something around 35,000, just a little bigger than
Traralgon is today to approx 900,000 by 1800. In 1500 the population was about 100,000. When
the plague again came to London in 1665 it killed at least that many and probably more than
100,000, a fifth of the population. Much worse was the Black Death of 1348 to 1350 which killed
1.5 million Britains out of an estimated total of 4 million. Initially the 1665 outbreak was ignored as
plague was ever present and the general population had learned to live with it but as the death
toll mounted the wealthy and the clergy abandoned London. The Lord Mayor believing the plague
was spread by cats and dogs ordered their killing and something in the order of 200,000 cats
and 40,000 dogs were destroyed. This must have been counter productive as both cats and
dogs killed rats and it was the rat fleas that carried the plague. When the ‘Great Fire’ broke out
the following year the population was probably down to 350,000, this figure varies widely
depending on the source, as each writer seems to have a different area for what encompassed
‘London’.

London was surrounded by farm land, orchards and vegetable gardens and the animal and
human waste was carted away for fertilizer to be utilized in the growing of produce to feed the
city. Shortly after 1800 the traditional methods of cleaning the city broke down under the ever
increasing population. There was no sewerage in London until the 1860’s and what few drains
there were flowed into the Thames if they flowed at all. Most were blocked and there was little
maintenance. In Lisa Picard’s ‘Victorian London’ she says imagine the worst possible smell and
then some. That was London 24 hours a day, every day. It was no better at Buckingham Palace;
a workman is quoted as saying the smell that emanated from under the Palace was the equal of
the worstin London.
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It is estimated that in the middle of the 19" century there were a quarter of a million horses
serving the transport needs of the city. When you add their effluent to that of all the cattle, sheep,
pigs etc driven through the streets to market along with the 20,000 cow sheds in the city and
now a population around two and a half million no wonder the city stank. Of course the city didn’t
just stink, the filth was everywhere and you may recall in Charles Dickens’ ‘Bleak House’ how a
destitute boy swept a path for the wealthy ladies and gentlemen to cross the road.

Prior to 1839 there were no age limits on drinking and no licensing hours. There had been an
over production of poor quality grain since the 1600’s much of it hardly even suitable for animal
feed. As a result the excess grain was used to produce Gin. Gin was first produced in Holland in
the early 17th century and became popular in England after the arrival of William and Mary from
the Netherlands in 1688, when regulations regarding distillation were relaxed. It was a cheap and
a strongly alcoholic drink, advertised with the following catch phrase:

Drunk for a Penny

Dead drunk for two pence

Clean straw for Nothing

Gin is normally flavoured with juniper berries but no such niceties for much of this Gin as it was
destined to be the drink of the poor and Gin production had coincided with a desire by the
English parliament to ban the importation of French wine and spirits and initially at least the
drinking of English gin was encouraged. There had been an attempt in 1738 and 1750 to limit
the production of gin but the producers just rebranded their product with names like "Ladies’ or
“Cuckold’s Delight” and an obvious none too subtle “Parliament gin” to evade the taxes.

William Hogarth had released cartoons in 1750 warning on the excess consumption of gin and
they were reissued in the 1820’s when in the poorer parts of London every 4™ or 5" building was
either a gin shop or distillery. Contrast Hogarth’'s Beer Street and Gin Lane. The good and
industrious drank beer. In Gin Lane, a man shares a bone with a dog, the pawnbroker is wealthy
as a house wife pawns her cooking pots and a tradesman his tools. A mother is being placed in
a coffin while her baby lies in the street. A madman carries a baby impaled on a stake, two
school girls are drinking gin while a riot is staged outside the distillers, a barber has committed
suicide as there is no one with money to pay for a hair cut, a mother feeds a baby gin while in
the foreground another woman with syphilitic sores on her legs drops her baby and a dead or
dying ex-soldier still clutches his flagon and glass. There is more and the snail and black dogs
have a symbolic meaning well understood at the time.

Entertainment consisted not only of the music hall and theatre but the brutish sports of ‘bear
baiting, cock fighting, dog fighting and for the children a rooster would be tied to a stake and
children encouraged to throw sticks at it to see what damage could be inflicted. Bear baiting took
various forms but generally a bear was tied to a stake and a number of dogs let lose to attack
the bear.
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As the dogs tired, were injured or killed fresh dogs would take their place — it must have been an
extremely cruel and bloody spectacle. Many of these brutish sports were banned from the
1820’s on but they still took place in secret. One of the last blood sports was ‘ratting’ where a pit
was formed and stocked with rats then a terrier let loose to see how many rats he could kill. In a
painting of the time it is the gentry who stand around the pit making wagers on the outcome. The
champion ratter killed upwards of 200 rats in an hour. Rats having been purchased from the
urchin boys for as much as threepence a rat and it is said one ‘Ratting Den’ disposed of 2000
rats in a season.

Crime and Punishment

Charles Dickens estimated there were 100,000 people in London of the 1840’s who lived by
plunder. Criminals were then a good percentage of the population, many because they had no
other means. Oliver Twist and the Artful Dodger may have been glamorised in the musical
‘Oliver’ though the underlying story of boy pickpockets and petty criminals would have been the
life for many poor boys. Crime was assisted by the ever present London fogs, actually it was
smog and so thick that at times it was not possible to see another person even though they were
within two paces.

Up until 1838 there were over 200 crimes for which the death penalty applied and that didn't just
apply to adults, children as young as seven were treated as full responsible for their actions and
up and into the 18" century children were regularly hung. By the beginning of the 19*" century
children were still found guilty of crimes that carried the death sentence but pre-teenagers
sentences were commuted. It is difficult to know how many children and youths were hung in the
1800’s as ages were often not recorded and where they were they were often wrong. Below is a
small selection of teenage hangings in the early 1800's.

Ann Mead, aged sixteen was found guilty of the murder of Charles Proctor, aged sixteen
months, by feeding him a spoonful of arsenic at Royston in Hertfordshire. She expiated her
crime on the “New Drop” gallows outside Hertford prison on Thursday the 31st of July 1800,
watched by a large crowd.

David Duffield aged 17, 6th of April 1801 for the murder of 11 year old Anne organ. Duffield was
afterwards hanged in chains at Tavernspite. He was the last juvenile to suffer this fate in the 19th
century. His execution and gibbeting cost Pembrokeshire £20 7s & 4d.

Mary Voce was hanged at Gallows Hill, Nottingham on Tuesday, the 16th of March 1802 for
poisoning her child. It is thought that she was born in 1788, which would make her only four-
teen. lItis interesting that the newspapers of the day found little noteworthy in the execu-
tion of afourteen year old girl and gave her story very little coverage.

Seventeen year old Mary Morgan was hanged at Presteigne in Radnorshire in 1805 for the
murder of her illegitimate child. She had become pregnant after being seduced by a member of
the local gentry in Presteigne and then abandoned by him. She was found guilty of the killing and
sentenced to death on Thursday, the 11th of April, her execution taking place two days later on
Saturday the 13th, as was required by law at the time, with her body to be dissected afterwards.
There are two memorial stones to her in the churchyard at Presteigne.

On the 6th of May 1806, 15 year old Peter Atkinson suffered at York Castle for cutting and
maiming Elizabeth Stockton.

On the 22nd of March 1819, 16 year old Hannah Bocking became probably the youngest girl to

be executed in the 19th century (I think this claim is doubtful) when she was publicly hanged
outside Derby’s Friar Gate Gaol for the murder, by poisoning, of Jane Grant.
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15 year old Edward Cassidy was hanged for robbery at Newgate in November of the same
year. His age is also given as 21.

17 year old William Thompson was hanged at Newgate for highway robbery on the 25th of
September 1821 and 16 year old Benjamin Glover was hanged in Somerset on the 1st of May
1822 for stealing in a dwelling house.

James Cook, aged 16, was hanged at Chelmsford’s Springfield Prison on the 27th of March
1829 for arson, having set fire to the premises of William Green, the farmer for whom he worked
as a cow hand.

Aboy of just 9 was reputed to have been hanged at Chelmsford for arson on the 5th of August
1831, but it is probable that William Jennings was actually 19.

17 year old Thomas Slaughter was hanged at Worcester on the 25th of March 1831, for
setting fire to a hayrick.

14 year old John Any Bird Bell was executed on the 1st of August

1831 at Maidstone in Kent for the murder of 13 year old Richard Taylor. John and his 11 year old
brother, James, killed Richard Taylor for the sum of nine shillings which he was collecting from
the Parish on behalf of his disabled father.

One other crime is worthy of note, in December 1811 on the Ratcliff Highway (near Limehouse,
London) there were two horrible multi murders, in the first a shopkeeper his wife their baby son
and an apprentice were all slaughtered within a few minutes. A servant Margaret Jewell was sent
out around midnight to buy oysters or surely she would also have been a victim. Twelve days
later another couple and their servant were similarly murdered. A 27 year old Scottish seaman
John Williams was arrested for the murders. A mob gathered and Williams was so afraid of
what they might do to him he hung himself. The mob carted his body through the streets after
driving a stake through his heart then buried him beside crossroads as was the norm at the
time. Williams’ skeleton was found in the 1960’s still with the stake through him when road
widening exposed his grave. Modern evidence suggests John Williams was innocent.

Health and well being

I have already mentioned the plague but it was far from the only disease to threaten Londoners
of the 19t century. In 1853 more than 53,000 people died of cholera in London, there were
outbreaks in 1831/32, 1849, 1853 & 1865 also Typhus, Typhoid, Dysentery, TB, Diphtheria,
Scarlet Fever, Smallpox and Venereal disease. Arecent edition of ‘Who do you think you are? On
SBS suggested as many as one in six suffered from Syphilis and that it was the cause of a great
number of child deaths both pre and post birth. The prominent theory of the time held that
disease was caused by bad air; it's where we get malaria from, Italian mal (bad) aria (air). The
theory of miasma disease made sense to the English sanitary reformers of the mid-nineteenth
century. Miasma explained why cholera and other diseases were epidemic in places where the
water was undrained and very foul-smelling. The theory led to improvements in the sanitation
systems, which coincidentally led to decreased episodes of cholera, thus helping to support the
theory.

Even though the miasmatic theory has been disproven by the discovery of viruses and bacteria,
it helped make the connection between poor sanitation and disease. This caused public health
reforms and encouraged cleanliness, even though some doctors still did not wash their hands
between patients. They believed that the miasmata were only airborne, and would not be stuck
on the doctors’ hands. Life expectancy in the middle of the 18" century for London was 27
years for males and child mortality for children under 10 was almost 50%. In the East End the
figures were 22 years for men and child mortality was approx 55% before the age of 5.

There was a saying of the very poor, “you could starve to death quickly or go to the Work House
and starve to death more slowly”. Girls had a third choice, although it is hardly a choice when
you are powerless and literally starving, prostitution, there were said to be 16,000 prostitutes in
London although the official figures are about half this.
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Working Conditions and Industrial Reform

Working conditions for the poor were generally appalling and exploitive; often the income of a
father was insufficient to provide even a basic standard of living for his family. There were
exceptions and champions of the poor such as John Ruskin but they were few, the majority of
factory owners saw their workers as an adjunct to the machines.

The worst were, abusive and cruel. In Georgian England nearly a fifth of children had lost a
parent by the age of fifteen, usually this was the father, the bread winner and for those children
there was no alternative but to be sent out to work. Many of the children were as young as seven
and the working hours could be 18 hours a day. From as early as 1802 there were factory acts
to limit time worked and minimum standards for treatment of children but they were not enforced
and to avoid detection factory owners often did not list the young children as employees. In 1833
the Government passed a Factory Act to improve conditions for children working in factories.
Young children were working very long hours in workplaces where conditions were often terrible.
The basic act was as follows:

1 - No child workers under 9 years of age

2 - Employers must have a medical or age certificate for child workers

3 - Children between the ages of 9-13 to work no more than 9 hours a day

4 - Children between 13-18 to work no more than 12 hours a day

5 -Children are not to work at night

6 - Two hours schooling each day for children

7 - Four factory inspectors appointed to enforce the law throughout the whole of the country.
However, the passing of this Act did not mean that overnight the mistreatment of children
stopped.

There were further Factory acts through out the century and minimum safety regulations were
introduced in 1878 but it wasn’t until 1891 that real measures were required to fit safety guards
to machinery and the minimum age of factory employment was raised to eleven.

The only charity available to the poor was provided by their Parish and in ‘The Real Oliver Twist’
John Waller tells of the actual case of the crushing of a little girl, so overcome by tiredness she
falls into the machinery. She is left with terrible injuries that will leave her deformed for life. The
factory owner has her carried across the Parish boundary so that he and his Parish will have no
responsibility and the neighbouring Parish will then be forced to support her.

I have at time gone back a couple of centuries prior to 1800 to demonstrate and search for what
impacted everyday life in Victorian London but the one big impact | have not directly addressed is
urbanisation. England was the first country in the world to move from a rural society to an urban
one and London was the first mega city based on industrialisation. The ever present impact of
the Church and the almost absolute control exerted by the Class structure should also be
considered. But perhaps there is enough to conclude that for the poorer citizens, London offered
little and emigration may have appeared attractive when a relative wrote to say the colonies
offered wonderful possibilities. | suspect it is impossible for us to imagine how grim life was for
many folk in Victorian England, not justin London but also Manchester and the Industrial
Midlands where the worst of atrocities were practiced on the poor.

Recommended reading, London, The Novel, by Edward Rutherfurd.

Victorian London, by Lisa Picard

The Real Oliver Twist, by John Waller
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Obituary -

Geoffrey Esler - 22/10/1928 - 16/4/2010

(This obituary has been provided to the Traralgon and District Historical Society by
courtesy of the “Foster Mirror” newspaper, to whom we extend our thanks in
acknowledgment.)

Geoff was well known in Traralgon, and a good friend of the TDHS. In June 2006, Geoff
delivered an address to that meeting on the history of the Esler family, and also his years
working for The Traralgon Journal. That address is published in the December 2006
Bulletin.

Geoff was born in Traralgon at Ewington Private Hospital, Shakespeare St., and attended
school in Callignee South, Traralgon, and Yallourn.

To GEOFF Esler, South Gippsland was ‘God’s Own
Country’ and he wondered why anyone would want to live
anywhere else. Apart from a brief time in Tallangatta and
New Guinea, he spent his entire life in Gippsland. His
family’s association dated back to 1845, when his maternal
great-grandfather was bom at Tarraville. His paternal great-
grandfather arrived in Rosedale in 1861, before marrying
and settling at Gormandale.

The second son (and the third child of four) of Bob and
Ethel Esler, Geoffrey Keith Ester was bom in Traralgon on
October 22,1928, the same year the Royal Flying Doctor
Service began, bubble gum was invented and Mickey
Mouse made his screen debut.

His family was share farming in Carrajung, but shortly
afterwards Bob and Ethel applied for a Closer Settlement
block of 140 acres at Callignee South, near Bulga National
Park (between Traralgon and Yarram), where Bob had
grown up. The block was weed infested and the family
home had an iron roof and was lined with blue gum palings
split from the adjoining forest, with newspaper pasted as
wallpaper providing insulation. A huge fireplace was divided
with a wood stove one side and open fire the other.

Ethel baked bread from potatoes, sewed their clothes an a Singer treadle machine and helped
with the hand milking. Bob owned a pony and a rubber tyred jinker, their only means of transport.
Once a month the family went shopping in Traralgon, about 24 kilometres away.

Geoff started school the day he turned six, pleurisy having prevented an earlier start. Within
weeks he was promoted to Grade 2, and from then on he was always the youngest in his class
but worked hard to make up for missed groundwork. Atypical bush kid, he would kick his
shoes off once out of sight of the house and complete the walk to school barefoot. He loved
the bush country as a playground; climbing trees, finding birds’ nests, watching native
animals, riding homemade sleds in snowfalls, or rolling downhill inside old tyres, just for the
fun of it.

Geoffwas in grade 6 and the family rented a house in Peterkin Street. Although now close
to the shopping centre, their house was then near open country, and Geoff and Jim went
rabbiting every weekend.
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Money earned from rabbits enabled Geoff to buy his first bike, a semi-racer, for 30 shillings, and
the boys rode miles after rabbits or up Traralgon Creek fishing.

Geoff’s parents ensured their children all learned to dance, and sister Aileen would help teach
dancing lessons at the fire station before heading to the Mechanics Hall for the Saturday night
dance. Later, when transport was available Geoff went to dances as far as Sale, Yarram and
Yallourn..

Traralgon Higher Elementary School only went to Form 4 so Geoff spent his last year of school
at Yallourn High. He always wanted to become a civil engineer, however six years of university
was out of the question, so he aimed at land surveying. His father was employed as overseer on
the aerodrome at West Sale and the surveyor, Mr George, promised Geoff a cadetship when he
finished school. Mr George, however, was killed in a car accident and with jobs scarce due to the
war Geoff lost any chance of his chosen career. He completed his Leaving Certificate in 1944,
having just turned 16.

Following a suggestion, Geoff visited the Journal newspaper office at Traralgon, and started on
probation. In February 1945 he began a six-year apprenticeship, learning all aspects of the trade.
The Journal was eight pages twice a week, and with paper strictly rationed couldn’t be any
larger. Geoff’s pay for the first year of his apprenticeship was £1.50 for a 44-hour working week
and his sixth year wage was the equivalent of $8.85 a week.

The first Christmas working, Geoff and Jim purchased a Hoover tumbler washing machine for
their Mum - the latest on the market and worth 48 pounds. Initially she was upset with them
buying something obviously expensive saying she was fine with the copper and wringer, but she
soon declared it the best present ever.

After a year at the Journal, Geoff was completing one day a week on the linotype, slowly, when
the regular operator resigned. The boss, Bert Thompson said, ‘There’s the linotype, it's yours to
set two papers a week.” For the first few weeks Geoff worked every night and weekends to
reach his quota, but he soon picked up speed. As the economy improved after the war, the
printing industry grew rapidly, as did the Journal and job printing. Geoff had gained experience on
the linotype and set a Rules & Constitution for the Traralgon Golf Club one afternoon. Bert initially
didn’t believe him saying no one could possibly set that fast, until the foreman assured him it
was true.

In 1946 Geoff played cricket with Traralgon with mates from school days. They were on top of
the ladder but former cricketers returning from the war were chosen instead for the Grand Final,
and Geoff missed winning a cap. Straight after the war he started playing football with Traralgon
in the Central Gippsland League. Around this time, also, he competed in professional sprinting
for a year, which fostered his love of running. Geoff purchased a foxhound and together with
mates every Sunday for years was spent chasing foxes, deer, ducks or rabbits, keeping himin
good physical condition and the outdoors, particularly important when confined to an office
during the week.

After completing his apprenticeship, Geoff took a variety of jobs before applying for a position in
the Port Moresby printing office. A Federal Government position paying 20 pound per week tax
free, it was an opportunity to save money and experience another culture, but resulted in the
realisation that he didn't like living in the tropics. After twelve months he headed back to Australia
and took the position of manager at the Tallangatta printing office.

In July of 1956, the same year the Olympic Games were held in Melbourne and Australia’s first
television broadcast took place, Geoff married Irma Verrall, whom he had initially met some
years earlier at a dance. By then Geoff had moved back to the Latrobe Valley and was working at
the Journal again.
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The young couple rented in Traralgon before moving to Sale for two years where Geoff worked in
the printing office. A daughter, Heather, and son, Ray, were born before the family shifted to
Wonthaggi where Geoff had been offered a position at The Express newspaper. He became
involved with the Wonthaggi Football Club, reporting games and becoming Secretary for a
season. Irma again became pregnant but was ill throughout, and Janene was born a month
premature via emergency caesarian. Unthinkable now. Geoff was sent on a mercy dash to
Warragul to deliver blood for his wife’s transfusion. Even Geoff couldn’t believe how quickly he
made the trip, but he knew the health of his family was at stake.

In 1964, radio 3UL decided to broadcast the match of the day in the South Gippsland Football
League, and Geoff was offered the position. He undertook football commentary for five years,
including Country Championships games in the Latrobe Valley, also developing a lifelong habit of
commentating, even at home watching TV, much to his family’s amusement.

Geoff realised that Ray showed potential with running so sourced information on a new sporting
concept, Little Athletics, and he and Irma worked hard to get a centre started at Wonthaggi in
1967. From scratch they organised the twelfth centre in Victoria and Geoff was secretary and
also track referee at the Gippsland titles and an official at State Championships. Although a huge
undertaking, it was a labour of love and proved popular, with over 300 registrations. Success at
the State Championships followed, with twelve medals, including four gold.

Geoff and Irma also became involved in the Wonthaggi Youth Club, turning it from a rundown
state with no program into a thriving gymnasium. They began coaching and became just as fit
as the numerous local youngsters who attended twice weekly sessions.

After nine years in Wonthaggi and involvement within the community including the Apex Club, the
family moved to Foster in 1968 for their first business venture. Geoff and his business partner
purchased The South Gippsland Publishing Company. It was a combined family operation, with
all hands needed on publishing day to collate and fold the newspaper, so antiquated was the
machinery initially. Geoff forfeited an offer of becoming top sportscaster with 3UL, but felt his
long-term prospects were better in Foster. He reported the monthly Shire of South Gippsland
Council meetings, and was also reporter at the Foster Courthouse, until it's closure.

The Eslers initially rented a farmhouse at Hoddle while a home in Devlin Street was built. Geoff
recreated his idyllic childhood for his children. He purchased rabbit traps, spent hours out picking
in blackberry season and took his children fishing in the creek at the back of the property. This
was a favoured pastime, particularly in the evening, relaxing next to a campfire, having brought
the catch home in a bucket via torchtight. Geoff also purchased a couple of calves to teach his
children responsibility caring for animals.

At Foster, Geoff and Irma quickly set about starting another Little Aths centre, Corner Inlet No. 42.
It proved popular, with 100 children competing the first week and 266 registrations that season.
Geoff was President for four years, and everything from Chief Official, line marker and coach, to
Track Judge at State Championships. One year at the State Championships he was Liaison
Officer, escorting the Governor of Victoria, explaining events and introducing him to attending
Olympians.

After four years at Corner Inlet Little Aths, the Esler children outgrew the sport and moved on to
horses and Pony Club. Geoff was not so hands on with the horses, his roles mainly confined to
financing and fencing.

Geoff joined Rotary, and in 1970 the Foster Bowls Club. With the Bowls Club so close, he was
able to spend an increasing amount of time enjoying his newfound passion and was fortunate to
play in the winning team in the A Grade final in his second year. He played A Grade over the next
12 years, winning six pennants.
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He won the association champion fours with Alan Eddy, Ted Shelcott and Max Mortlock, and also
played in winning teams at district tournaments. He became an accredited bowls umpire and
was on the match Committee. A particular highlight was some years later when, teamed with
Jack Rochforte, Alan Eddy and Ted Shelcott, he reached the final eight of over 400 teams at
country week.

After a few years the business partnership dissolved, resulting in Geoff and Irma purchasing
South Gippsland Publishing outright. This created an increased workload and financial outlay.
They sold the business in 1977, but Geoff stayed on as linotype operator and reporter. With the
advent of computers, his job became mainly writing, and he loved researching local stories. He
understood the importance of a small country newspaper giving a voice and liked to become
involved in issues he believed to be for the good of the district, particularly where he felt an
injustice had been carried out.

On three occasions Geoff received ‘Highly Commended’ awards for stories published in The
Mirror, at the annual Victorian Country Press Association, no mean feat for a small newspaper
when many towns still printed a local paper. The first award involved stories regarding poor
television reception and subsequent efforts to have it improved. The second related to the unfair
dismissal of the Lands Department gang, finally resulting in their re-instatement, and the third
was the fight to retain passenger train services to the district.

Geoff spent time on the Foster Basketball Association tribunal and became involved with the
Foster Football Club, reporting matches and undertaking goal umpire duties for the fourths,
thirds and seniors, and for the matches in the Alberton Football League seconds finals for some
years.

Fascinated with his family history, Geoff spent around 30 years actively researching and tracing
his ancestors back to Ireland in 1634. He published a booklet detailing his line of the family, ‘On
Wings of Time’, and organised annual family reunions in the Fitzroy Gardens.

He was President of the Foster Tidy Towns Committee in 1988, when Foster was presented
with an award for recycling in the statewide Keep Australia Beautiful competition.

In 1993, the day he turned 65, and after nearly 50 years in the trade, Geotf retired. This gave him
more time for bowling, visiting family, fishing and working the veggie patch. Wherever he lived
Geoff always created an extensive vegetable patch. He undertook planting by the moon and
organic gardening long before they were fashionable.

Geoff and Irma became volunteer drivers of the community and Red Cross cars and Geoff
spent time as President of the Community Car Committee. His input was particularly valuable
following the shire amalgamations and the fight for Foster to retain use and control of the car
within the local area. Geoff was asked to write the history of the first 40 years of the Foster
Bowls Club and to complete the history of the Foster Football Club in their centenary year. He
spent months researching and writing the 1970 - 95 section, which helped create the complete
edition of Foster’s local history, From Palings to Pavements, marking Foster’'s 125" anniversary.

Geoff felt compelled by his love of Gippsland and care for the future of the environment to
support the ideals of wind generated power. He supported most forms of alternative

power, especially after seeing the permanent degradation of farmland in the Latrobe Valley
from coal mining and the pollution generated producing electricity.

Geoff's sister, Coral, moved to Foster, bought her own home and quickly settled into her new
life. Irma, Geoff and Coral got on famously and spent so much time together that the family
wondered why Coral had bought her own house! Coral’s sudden passing in 2003 was a terrible
shock.
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Eighteen months later, the family was devastated when, after working with Geoff in the garden all
day, Irma unexpectedly passed away. After 48 years of marriage, Geoff found the house lonely.
He lost interest in maintaining the garden and lawn, sold the family home of 36 years and moved
to Linton Court. There he found empathy and gradually became involved in a variety of projects,
enjoying the strong sense of community.

Although he was a driving force for the construction of raised communal garden beds and happy
to carry out the planting and upkeep of the vegetable garden for the benefit of all residents, what
he really loved was the fact that someone else cut the lawnsl|

Geoff became involved with Foster Probus. The outings and trips away reignited the travel bug
he had experienced as a young man.

Over the next few years, in the company of either Probus or his good friend Dick Martin, he
travelled throughout WA, QLD, SA, NSW and NZ, relieved to escape the cold South Gippsland
winters. Geoff and Dick would potter along in Geoff's BMW, checking museums and getting
locals to tell them about the attractions of each area. A Probus trip to Mt Gambier coincided with
Geoff’s birthday and he was deeply touched with the surprise celebration they organised.

October 2008 saw Geoff celebrate his 80" birthday in style with a party at Foster Bowls Club. He
had an absolute ball and the party also gave him weeks worth of skiting material! He was proud
to be presented at the gathering with a bowls super-veteran badge.

As his health deteriorated, with Parkinson’s Disease interfering with dexterity and his breathing
becoming increasingly laboured, Geoff found himself unable to play bowls, and his support
became confined to Friday night’s happy hours where he enjoyed the social gathering.

Not tong before he passed away, Geoff donated a perpetual trophy to Corner Inlet Little Athletics
Club to acknowledge their 40" anniversary. The criteria for the award - the most improved athlete
over the season - held special significance for the Eslers.

Although Irma and Geoff acknowledged and applauded the efforts of all athletes, they found a
particular satisfaction in seeing athletes who continued to improve their technique and better
their own performances, achieving personal bests. This award is equally attainable to all
participants, not just the strongest or fastest, and summed up the Eslers’ philosophy on
athletics.

Geoff always kept himself physically fit and loved to walk, often miles a day. His decreasing
mobility was perhaps the biggest challenge and loss he faced in the weeks before his death.
Although he became increasingly reliant on his family for assistance, he was so amiable that
none found it a chore.

He was always an avid reader, particularly enjoying Australian history and poetry, biographies,
newspapers (of course!) and, perhaps surprisingly, westerns. He kept his mind active with
puzzles - crosswords, cryptics, sudoku and the Herald-Sun target words - often reaching genius
level. He also followed the Australian cricket team, was an avid Geelong Football Club supporter,
and locally was a one-eyed Foster Tigers man.

Geoff always said his greatest achievement was his family. He was equally proud of all his
children and grandchildren, and generous and supportive of family and friends.

Geoff Esler - A Gippslander through and through
————— The Foster “Mirror”



Monthly Meeting - 8th June 2010

John Ryan was our guest speaker at the June meeting, and his talk covered a wide range of
interests, from his school and early days in Noojee, his first truck, the characters he met, and
where his cartage company operated. John is well known as a leader in the transport industry
in the area, and although we do not have further notes on his address, he has been inducted to
the National Transport Hall of Fame, and extracts from that achievement are included below:

SHELL RIMULA WALL OF FAME
INDUCTED - 2010
NATIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT HALL OF FAME

I
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Born into a Timber/Transport family in 1933, John celebrates his 77" birthday next month and has

covered many miles over the years. He stil makes the weekly trip across Victoria and NSW
carting wood chips, firewood and garden supplies back to Morwell.

His family began carting timber from Noojee in the 1920’s and today he drives an International “1”
Line.

At the age of 14, John and his Pop hand loaded sawn timber onto the “Puffing Billy”: line going
into Melbourne from the Noojee Railway Yard. It was during the 1940'’s that the railways carted
the groceries into town before the roads were made.

John first began driving in an International 160 Log Jinker, that his Pop purchased for him at the
age of 17. During this time his weekly wage was 9 pounds. Noojee had the highest fuel
consumption in Victoria as over 100 log jinkers loaded and refueled upon leaving one of the
many sawmills in the region.

John was the first truck driver to cart raw pine bark from the Maryvale Mill at Maryvale, to
Melbourne around 1968. It was during this time that he opened “Morwell Garden Supplies”
commencing with local deliveries in a J3 and now running a fleet of trucks state wide.

The American Federal has been upgraded by an International, Mercedes Benz, Bedfords, T-Lines,
Hinos and Fusos. Yet John believes the 1418 Mercedes Benz single drive and trailer which
completed 1 million miles, to be one of the best trucks ever made.

John has encouraged his 3sons in the transport industry, as they all work in the Family Business.
For his continual, honest and reliable contribution to the Road Transport industry, itis firmly
believed John is atrue role model and legend of the Open Highway.. He is worthy of a
nomination in the “National Road Transport Hall of Fame”.

Inducted 2010
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“Count” Paul Strzelecki —

The enigmatic early explorer, whose nhame lives on in Gippsland.

An edited account of the relevant Strzelecki history, and his eventual and recent, subsequent
reburial in his native Poland. The original and complete account by courtesy Mr. Barry Sykes.

Strzelecki arrived in Sydney on the French barque Justine, on 25th
April 1839. Strzelecki’s claim that he was an accomplished explorer
and geologist; and keen to undertake exploratory tasks, persuaded
James Macarthur to appoint him as leader of his proposed expedition
to discover new lands.

From a subsequent report, Geoffrey Rawson in “The Count” quotes
Macarthur with: “My party consisted of Count Strzelecki, James Riley
Esq, and myself, accompanied by our two servants and my
aboriginal blackfellow Charlie Tarra, who came from Traralga near
Goulbum Plains. The entire outfit of the expedition was borne
principally by me, and cost me upwards of £500. “

Paul Strzelecki as a young man . .
{Taken from a painting) As the years have proven, and as Hal Porter commented in his

excellent book ‘Bairnsdale - Portrait of an Australian Country Town’; at

that time Strzelecki had neither the title, nor the qualifications that he
claimed. However, from his writings, it would seem that whilst others referred to him as “Count”;
he himself didn’t - one of the enigmas of Strzelecki's character.

Jean Court, in her piece entitled “Sir Paul Edmond Strzelecki, C.B.;K.C.M.G.; F R.G.S.” in the
Gippsland Heritage Journal-, Vol.2 No 3 of 1988, offers the alternative claim that Strzelecki had
previously advised friends that he intended to visit Port Philip in May 1840 anyway, and this
expedition was merely a means to an end for him.

She also notes that even though their expedition was well-equipped, (but not well-provisioned!)
thanks to the quite substantial sum for those days of £500 that Macarthur had expended;
Strzelecki had insisted on walking throughout, in order to protect his scientific instruments, which
he carried on his back.

Geoffrey Rawson explains that in all his travels, Strzelecki chose to walk, and only used the
horses he had at his disposal to carry his baggage and (mineral) specimen collections. Indeed,
on his later expeditions around Tasmania, Strzelecki is calculated to have trudged some 2,000
miles (3,200km).

Rawson continues: “Those instruments which he required for present and ready use, the Count
carried on his back. They included Schmalcader’s three-and-a-half-inch reflecting compass in
conjunction with a clinometer, a chronometer, a full size sextant, artificial horizon, a Gay Lussac
mountain barometer, hygrometer, thermometer,. and apparatus for soil and water analysis” —
weight approximately 20 Kg.

Strzelecki and Macarthur set out from Numbla Munjee (now Ensay), in March 1840, for Corner
Inlet.

They lost their directions for some reason, and as a result, near present-day Boolarra, they
finally realized that Corner Inlet was nowhere to be found. As well, the expedition members and
their horses were all becoming exhausted, so they decided to abandon their horses and gear,
including Strzelecki’s collection of {geological} specimens, and make a cross-country dash for
Western Port, where they knew the settlement had been previously set up.

They had a really miserable time of it, due to the wet, dark and impenetrable rainforest that
clothed the South Gippsland hills.
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On top of this was Strzelecki's insistence on travelling in a straight line regardless, which to us
today is quite a bizarre proposition. As well, Strzelecki calculated that it was only a week’s march
from Boolarra to Westernport, when in fact it took them three. Because their meagre rations had
run out, it was only the bushcraft skills of Charlie Tarra (as recorded by James Riley above), who
had caught and killed koalas, that kept their party alive. They had to eat them raw, because they
couldn’t light a fire of any sort due to everything being so wet. This meagre sustenance enabled
them to struggle half-dead out of the bush near Corinella.

More careful examinations of Strzelecki and his travails in Gippsland in recent times reveal that
whilst he could not be described as a competent explorer, his PR skills would be the envy of
today’s politicians. Itis only now, 160 or so years after Macarthur’'s muddled expedition passed
through Gippsland, that scholarly research has begun to unravel the myths that Paul Edmund
Strzelecki Esq. built up around himself and his exploits. (It will be some time yet before these are
all seenin their true light, and finally dispelled.)

As a postscript, their party finally arrived in Melbourne with the great fanfare that Strzelecki
craved, on 19th May 1840.

In 1843 he departed Sydney for London via China. After his arrival back in England following his
“sojourns in the Colonies, and places unknown to Europeans”, as Strzelecki described them, he
applied himself to several humanitarian causes, with Carolyn Chisholm and Charles Dickens.

By this time Strzelecki had become an ardent Anglophile, and as a result in 1845 took out British
citizenship. The British Government was so impressed by his work in Ireland that on his return
he was knighted “For services to the British Empire.”

Left, The Strzelecki cairn at Koornallato the south of
Traralgon. Thereis debate asto whether it was here, or at
Boolarrathat the explorers left all their horses and gear.

Below, right, the face of the Koornalla cairn, showing
Strzelecki’simage. The image and plaque explaining it were
not installed until 1966 by the Polish Association of the
Latrobe Valley. Note how the cairn has had to be chipped
away to allow the top two items to be installed, and the
original 1927 plaque below ignominiously reinstated with
some bricks ! This also the case with the cairn just east of
Traralgon (below, left) which is of amuch different design.
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He died in his sleep in London on 6th October 1873; and in complete contrast to his flamboyant
and peripatetic life, his wish was to be buried in an unmarked grave.

A postscript to this, is that during World War Two, the area in which his grave was located was
badly damaged by bombing, and later as part of the repairs, a plaque was placed on it,
sponsored by the Australian and Polish Governments.

However, about 30 years ago Strzelecki's remains were exhumed by the Polish authorities, and
removed to Poznan, Poland, where they repose with those of a number of other Polish heroes.
Strzelecki was also a native of that area. The fact that Strzelecki had renounced his Polish
citizenship and became a British subject in 1845 didn’t seem to trouble the Poles- Perhaps their
dearth of Polish heroes was the driving motive!!

Left: Strzelecki’s coffin in the crypt
of St. Wojciech’s Church in Poznan.

The urn to the right of Strzelecki’s
coffin contains the ashes of another
Polish hero.

Below, right, Close up of the plaque
that stands beside Strzelecki’'s
coffin

Below:
St. Wojciech’s Church in Poznan,
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Donations Received by the Traralgon and District Historical Society Inc.

Cash donations from:

Don Tylee
Geraldine Huckell
Jack Willis
Marjorie Nicholas
Keith Chenhall

Books:
“50 Year Commemorative Booklet” - Traralgon Technical School
1960 - 2010
from Greg Jessep

We thank these donors for their generosity.

TRARALGON AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
Membership Application Form

You are welcome to join the Traralgon and District Historical Society, and participate in the work
of preserving our history. Membership includes posted copies of the Bulletin, which is
published four times a year. Please complete the membership application form below, and
forward it with your remittance in an Australian dollar cheque, or bank draft in Australian dollars,
to:

The Secretary,
TRARALGON AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.,
Post Office Box 697,
Traralgon, Vic. 3844, Australia
Please tick the category of membership you require:

Ordinary Member - Australian $25.00)
Concession (Pensioner, Student) Australian $20.00)

Your Name:

Address:

Postcode/Zipcode:

Your email address (Optional)

Thank you for being interested in the work of the Society
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